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Queenscliff Harbour again played host to
the Queenscliff Maritime Weekend. It was
one of the largest ever turnout of boats for
the annual blessing of the fleet.

The majority of visitors for the weekend were
classic wooden vessels of all types, both motor
launches and sailing boats. Mercedes Il and
Kauri Chief were among the larger vessels to
attend. Couta boats were the most prominent
class among all attending the weekend.

Boats began arriving around 10.30. There was
a large complement of vessels from the east-
ern side of the Bay i Portsea, Sorrento, Blair-
gowrie and further a field. Tim Phillips of the
Wooden Boat Shop set up an impromptu office
on the back of the
and made sure that all who attended had either
a berth or a suitable place to raft up.

The eastern end of the Harbour was an ideal
place for the blessing to take place sheltered,
but with a great view out to the bay and the
Mornington Peninsula beyond. Local identity
Lewi s Ferrieros fishi
drawn up to the quay and couta boats were
rafted up alongside.

People gathered along the boardwalk and on
board boats to await the start of the ceremony.
Prior to the ceremony beginning, crew from the
various boats registered for the weekend, en-
joyed a meal of fish and chips provided by the
QHPL.

A piper preceded the clergy along the quayside
to the end of the eastern harbour basin. They
were also escorted by a contingent of local sea
scouts.

Les Irving Dusting opened the proceedings on
behalf of the Maritime Museum. Lewis Ferrier
related the history of those who have sailed
from the harbour over the past century. This
was followed by the blessing by Father Peter
Martin and Father Michael Richardson It con-
cluded with a simple wooden cross being
thrown into the harbour.

Most of the sailing boats then cast off and
headed out to begin one of a series of races
run over the week.
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A New Cheviot 32

If someone tries to tell you that
ino one makes w0
these dayso then t

The crafty guys at the renowned
Wooden Boat Shop build these
beauties every
always admired the look of a
wooden boat and more to the point, |
love the way they react on the water.
Wooden boats to me seem to sit in
the ocean, not get bounced around
on top. | find a lot of fibreglass boat
manufacturers these days really ne-
glect good sea handling and opt for
more creature comforts; perhaps its
because they intend the boats to be
used in fair weather only which is
fine, except when you intend to use
your boat in Victoria and Tasmanian
waters.

Currently boat builder Clinton White,
(pictured below) and his apprentice
are building a new Cheviot 32 at
Queenscliff Harbour under the

watchful eye of Tim Phillips, owner
of the Wooden Boat Shop. | snuck
into the workshop at the Harbour
with Bob McCormack the other day,
for a sticky beak.

The workshop itself is quite simple
with no large-scale CNC machines
or computer aided cutting and de-
sign tools; in fact it seems like

day
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theydve thrown
the door, as all the measurements |
saw were written in feet and inches.

What is apparent the minute you
walk in, is the sheer size of the
Cheviot 32 currently under construc-
tion, the smell of saw dust and the
hundreds of clamps used to form
each piece of the vessel.

Whi | e | coul dnodt
ti me out of
finished when

did get an understanding of where
the boats is up to. The hull is com-
plete with only fairing required on all
the visual surfaces; the engine logs
are soon to be installed in readiness
for the 260hp Yanmar diesel which
will power the boat to a very respect-
able 24kts. Then the deck beams
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stalled ready for the internal fit-out.
At this point the Cheviot 32 takes on
some modern conveniences such as
a fully functioning galley with 12 volt
fridge, sink and stove and a large
folding cockpit table is also installed
in the cockpit. The head consists of
a modern vacu-flush system and
porcelain sink, as well as hot and
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available is the fact that this is a cus-
tom built boat and therefore you can
have whatever you want.

I f youbre interestec
built, then give the Wooden Boat

Shop a call for further information. If
youbre simply intere
are built, you can view the current

boat at Workshop 4, Queenscliff
Harbour or visit
www.woodenboatshop.com.au.

Cheviot 32 Specifications:

Length 32Beam 106 10
Draft 306 Ve@htd.5tons
Engine 6BYS 260hp @ 4000 rpm

Max 22kts Cruise 15kts



http://www.woodenboatshop.com.au
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It was a wonderful sight, with a line
of couta boats sailing down the cut
and out into the waters off
Queenscliff. It looked eerily like pic-
tures of the fishing fleet of early last
century, leaving for a run out to the
Bass Strait couta grounds. It was a
perfect day for sailing, fine weather
and enough wind to make the sailing

challenging

Saturdayods
the Regatta Race Presentations at
the Maritime Museum. The trophies
included traditional white couta fish-
erman jumpers. One hundred and
fifty then attended the Regatta din-
ner at 360Q

On Sunday morning, for those that

sailing

stayed on after the dinner, the
Queenscliff Market was an gasy two
minute Swalk'r8 t'heol—Ygu%our. fr‘
weekendds racing
with the Memorial Passage Race,
and the Race Against the Ferry on
Sunday afternoon.



